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(Music Sales America). An unusual collection of music arranged for the recorder containing over fifty

pieces from over 300 years of music. Contents: Allegro (Haydn) * Andante (Gluck) * Andante

Grazioso (Mozart) * Anglaise (Handel) * Ballet Anglois (Fischer) * Beautiful Heaven (Fernandez) *

Bourree (J.S. Bach) * Corrente Terza (Frescobaldi) * English Dance (J.C.F. Bach) * Gavotte * La

Diane (Couperin) * Londonderry Air * March (J.S. Bach) * Minuet (Handel) * Moscow Nights *

Musette (J.S. Bach) * Orientale (Cui) * Original Rags (Joplin) * Passepied * Poeme (Fibich) *

Polovetsian Dances (Borodin) * Santa Lucia * Sarabande (J.S. Bach) * Scarborough Fair *

Serenade (Drigo) * Siciliana (Muffat) * The Entertainer (Joplin) * The Lorelei * Theme from

Symphony No. 6, Op. 68 "Pastoral" (Beethoven) * Transcription of a Gavotte by Gluck * Victory

Dance and Festival (Kuhnau) * Waltz (W.F.E. Bach) * Wiegenlied.
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At first glance, some might find the intro to this recorder collection rather offputting, The author (of

the introduction) describes most of the recorder players he knows as defeatist, lacking in motivation,

and the real reason why the recorder is often seen as the "Rodney Dangerfield" of instruments. But

read more closely it is clear he is trying to defend the recorder and encourage players to stick to

their guns, or at least their fipples.This 64-page collection contains 57 solo pieces and an illustration

of a bird. All seem arranged for the soprano (or tenor) and also include chords for guitar. Some

could be played on the alto and one or two (such as the Corrente) might even sound better that



way, given what it would take to hit its high notes on a soprano. Most of the pieces are classical.

There is also some folk or traditional and even some ragtime.Most of the pieces are full-page songs,

well within the range of a diligent, advanced beginner who's mastered most notes. The collection

bills itself as "unusual", and that's fair insofar as most of its pieces do not seem to appear in other

recorder collections, and because it is such an eclectic mix. There's lots of good stuff here. Several

pieces bring out the recorder at its most soulful (or most melancholy). I have found the

arrangements of Muffat's Siciliana, Pergolesi's Siciliana, and Mozart's Andante Graziosa particularly

beautiful, and there are also enjoyable arrangements of Borodin's Polovtsian Dance, "Those were

the Days" and Joplin's "The Entertainer", although my music teacher performed a fair amount of

surgery on that last piece. Overall, the author seems to have broad musical tastes, a very good ear

for music that sounds well on the recorder, and a knack for making it beginner-friendly.
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